
National Advisory Panel (NAP)
The HUD Healthy Communities Transformation Initiative National Advisory Panel (NAP) is composed 
of community leaders and experts in the fields of health, transportation, housing, sustainability, the 
environment, indicator/metric development and other issues related to community health. The NAP will 
guide HUD and the Solutions team as we develop the Healthy Communities Index (HCI) and Healthy 
Communities Assessment Tool (HCAT).  Members of the NAP will serve as expert advisors in the 
development of these innovative tools, designed to assist communities across the nation in improving the 
physical, social and economic systems and infrastructure that support healthy living for all residents.

HUD HCTI National Advisory Panel Members
Jeanne Ayers, RN, MPH, Minnesota Department of Health
Story Bellows, MA, Mayors Office of New Mechanics, City of Philadelphia
Ron Carlee, DPA, MA, CM, International City/County Management Association
Katie Clift, Kaiser Foundation Health Plan
Jason Corburn, PhD, MCP, UC Berkeley
Farhiya Farah, MPH, City of Minneapolis Health Department
Lili Farhang, MPH, Human Impact Partners
Maria Voles Ferguson, Center on Education Policy at George Washington University
Norman Garrick, PhD, University of Connecticut
Marjory Givens, PhD, Pew Charitable Trust
J. Aaron Hipp, PhD, Washington University St. Louis
Geona Shaw Johnson, Housing and Community Development, City of Charleston
Gerrit Knaap, PhD, Center for Smart Growth, University of Maryland
Rick Kreutzer, MD, California Department of Public Health
Vincent Lafronza, EdD, MS, National Network of Public Health Institutes
Jennifer Li, MHS, National Association of County & City Health Officials
Patrick Libbey, Center for Sharing Public Health Services
Joseph Montoya, New Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority
Lexi Bambas Nolen, PhD, MPH, Center to Eliminate Health Disparities, University of Texas Medical Branch
Herminia Palacio, MD, MPH, Harris County Public Health & Environmental Services
Kevin Ramsey, PhD, EPA Office of Sustainable Communities
Lt. Chrystal Tibbs, MS, International Association of Chiefs of Police
Rachel Unruh, MA, National Skills Coalition
Stephan Vance, San Diego Association of Governments
Larry Wallack, DrPH, Portland State University
Arthur Wendel, MD, MPH, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

HUD Healthy Communities 
Transformation Initiative



February 2013 - 
March 2013

April 2013 - 
May 2013

June 3-4, 2013

Summer/Fall
2013

October 2013 -
January 2014

March 2013 -
May 2015

• Orientation webinar (date TBD)
• Solutions to send information about travel arrangements for June summit
• NAP members to share information about related initiatives with the HCTI team 
  (send to nbeatley@healthyhousingsolutions.com or areddy@healthyhousingsolutions.com)

• Review proposed HCI and HCAT framework, indicators and methodology 
(Solutions to send materials for review at the end of April or in early May)

• Attend two-day NAP summit Washington, DC

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A CHANGE FROM THE ORIGINAL DATES.

• Serve as a beta-tester/reviewer of the HCAT prototype

• Participate, as needed, on periodic conference calls to discuss visioning, functionality 
and potential application and design of the HCI and HCAT

• Participate, as needed, on periodic conference calls to discuss and address framework 
  and indicators related to your field of expertise
• Provide feedback, as appropriate, on all aspects of the project, including outreach,
  marketing, technical assistance and potential tool applications

Key Dates and Major Activities for the HCTI National Advisory Panel

ACRONYMS
HCAT		  Healthy Communities Assessment Tool
HCI		  Healthy Communities Index
HCTI		  Healthy Communities Transformation Initiative
HUD		  US Department of Housing and Urban Development
NAP		  National Advisory Panel
OHHLHC	 Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control

Questions about any of these activities may be addressed to:  
Noreen Beatley, nbeatley@healthyhousingsolutions.com



HUD HCTI Partner Organizations
Healthy Housing Solutions, Inc.  (Solutions), Project Lead
Healthy Housing Solutions, Inc. (Solutions) is a certified small business and residential environmental health and safety 
consulting firm, which supports federal, state and local agencies and private sector organizations. A wholly owned 
subsidiary of the National Center for Healthy Housing (NCHH), Solutions was established in 2003 to assist govern-
mental and non-governmental clients in developing, managing and evaluating projects that support the creation of 
healthier homes for all Americans. Our menu of professional services includes the following: applied field research 
and evaluation; creation of technical manuals and papers;  development of technical training courses and curricula;  
grant writing technical assistance; logistical and technical support for conferences, seminars and training events; policy 
and regulatory support; program development and project management and; strategic planning and stakeholder 
coordination.  Solutions is the project lead for the HUD Healthy Communities Transformation Initiative.

ICF International 
ICF International (NASDAQ:ICFI) partners with government and commercial clients to deliver professional services and 
technology solutions in the energy, environment, and infrastructure; health, social programs, and consumer/financial; 
and public safety and defense markets. The firm combines passion for its work with industry expertise and innovative 
analytics to produce compelling results throughout the entire program lifecycle, from research and analysis through 
implementation and improvement. Since 1969, ICF has been serving government at all levels, major corporations, and 
multilateral institutions. More than 4,500 employees serve these clients from more than 50 offices worldwide. Within 
each of our 12 markets, ICF offers advisory and implementation services to assist clients in strategy and policy analy-
sis, program management, project evaluation, and other services.

International City/County Management Association (ICMA)
ICMA, the International City/County Management Association, develops and advances professional local govern-
ment management to create sustainable communities that improve lives worldwide. ICMA provides member support; 
publications; data and information; peer and results-oriented assistance; and training and professional development 
to nearly 9,000 city, town, and county experts and other individuals and organizations throughout the world.  The 
management decisions made by ICMA's members affect millions of individuals living in thousands of communities, from 
small villages and towns to large metropolitan areas. ICMA's mission is to create excellence in local governance by 
developing and fostering professional local government management worldwide.

National Center for Healthy Housing (NCHH)
The National Center for Healthy Housing is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, dedicated to creating healthy and 
safe homes for children through practical and proven steps. Using a holistic and interdisciplinary approach, NCHH 
brings the public health, housing, environmental, and regulatory communities together to combat disease and injuries 
caused by hazards in the home.  With more than 20 years of experience, NCHH conducts applied research, program 
evaluation, technical assistance, training, and outreach that is focused on reducing the health consequences of indoor 
exposures. NCHH's staff includes housing, health, and environmental professionals with expertise in biostatistics, epide-
miology, environmental health, public health, housing policy, and industrial hygiene. 

The Urban Institute 
The Urban Institute gathers data, conducts research, evaluates programs, and educates Americans on social and eco-
nomic issues — to foster sound public policy and effective government.  The Institute coordinates the National Neigh-
borhood Indicators Partnership (NNIP), a collaboration with local partners in 37 cities to further the development and 
use of neighborhood-level information systems for community building and decision-making.

HUD Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control (OHHLHC)
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is a leader in promoting community health by using 
housing as a platform for improving quality of life.  HUD’s mission is “to create strong, sustainable, inclusive com-
munities and affordable homes for all.”  The Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control (OHHLHC) was 
established to eliminate lead-based paint hazards and to lead the nation in addressing other housing-related health 
hazards that threaten vulnerable residents. The OHHLHC provides funds to state and local governments to develop 
cost-effective ways to reduce lead-based paint hazards and also enforces HUD's lead-based paint regulations, pro-
vides public outreach and technical assistance, and conducts technical studies to help protect residents from health and 
safety hazards in the home. 



NAP Member Bios

Jeanne Ayers, RN, MPH
Assistant Commissioner

Health Improvement Bureau, Minnesota Department of Health
St. Paul, MN

jeanne.ayers@state.mn.us
651.201.5733

As assistant commissioner for the Minnesota Department of Health, Jeanne F. Ayers is responsible for overseeing the 
department’s Health Improvement Bureau. This bureau includes the Community and Family Health Division, the Health 
Promotion and Chronic Disease Division, the Office of Minority and Multicultural Health and the Office of Statewide Health 
Improvement Initiatives. MDH is the state’s lead public health agency, responsible for protecting, maintaining and improving 
the health of all Minnesotans. Prior to her appointment, Ayers served as director of nursing and preventive services at 
the University of Minnesota Boynton Health Service. In this role, she managed supervisors of clinical, preventive and 
occupational health services and assisted Boynton’s director in quality improvement, program development and financial 
management.  Ayers also served as program director of occupational health at Boynton, where she reviewed occupational 
health programs and developed program recommendations. Ayers launched and has directed the Healthy Heartland 
Initiative. The initiative is sponsored by ISAIAH, a faith-based organization dedicated to social, racial and economic 
justice. The Healthy Heartland Initiative is a partnership of six community organizations in Missouri, Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Ohio and Minnesota dedicated to building capacity and leadership to affect public policy to assure health equity and 
healthy communities. As the founding executive director of the Center for Public Health Education and Outreach at the 
School of Public Health, University of Minnesota, she was responsible for strategic vision, goals, objectives and operations, 
including development of the overall organizational and financial infrastructure. Her former positions also include director 
of continuing professional education at HealthPartners’ Institute for Medical Education; Continuing Education director of 
the Midwest Center for Occupational Health and Safety; director of Continuing Medical Education, Regions Hospital; 
and manager of Occupational Health at Columbia Park Medical Group and St. Luke’s Hospital in Duluth. She served as 
a public health nurse in Kanabec County and as site supervisor of the Migrant Health Program in Bird Island, MN. Ayers’ 
community activities include working with community groups and broad-based community organizers to deepen the public 
understanding of the social determinants of health and their relationship to race, place and class. She has focused her 
efforts on building the public will for policy decisions that will assure that the conditions necessary for health are present 
for all. She was selected as the 2010 University of Minnesota Josie R. Johnson Human Rights and Social Justice Award 
winner for her work on health and racial equity. Assistant Commissioner Ayers earned a master’s degree in public health 
from the University of Minnesota and a bachelor’s degree in nursing, with a minor in psychology, from Marquette University 
in Milwaukee, Wis. She also served as an adjunct instructor at the University of Minnesota’s School of Public Health. 

Story Bellows, MA
Co-Director

Mayor’s Office of New Urban Mechanics
Philadelphia, PA

Story.Bellows@Phila.gov
312.316.7142

Story Bellows joined the City of Philadelphia in April 2012 as the Co-Director of the Mayor’s Office of New Urban 
Mechanics.  The new office is a civic idea and innovation incubator, which develops innovative approaches and processes 
to solving complex problems in the public arena. Prior to coming to Philadelphia, Story served as Director of the Mayors’ 
Institute on City Design, a leadership initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with the American 
Architectural Foundation and the US Conference of Mayors. An urban designer by training, Story spent four years in a 
private design practice Chicago, where she founded a research group and worked with leaders in the public, private 
and non-profit sectors on urban, education, healthcare and environmental design projects and initiatives. She holds an 
undergraduate degree from Colgate University and a Masters degree in City Design and Social Science from the London 
School of Economics and Political Science. 



Ron Carlee, DPA, MA, CM
Executive in Residence

The International City/County Management Association (ICMA)
Washington, DC

rcarlee@icma.org
202.962.3647

As ICMA’s Executive in Residence and Director for Domestic Strategic Initiatives, Dr. Ron Carlee leads efforts to provide 
research and implementation tools to professional local government executives. ICMA, the International City/County 
Management Association, represents approximately 9,000 professional leaders of local governments and provides a 
range of resources to support effective local government management. Carlee joined the staff of ICMA after working 
for over 30 years in local government in diverse, senior executive positions. For the previous eight years, Carlee was 
County Manager of Arlington, Virginia, where he focused on creating an inclusive, sustainable community. He has specific 
expertise in emergency management; financial management; smart-growth, transit-oriented land use; climate action; 
ethics, social equity, immigrant rights and affordable housing; civic engagement; and inter-organizational relations. Carlee 
holds a Doctorate in Public Administration (DPA) from George Mason University, Masters Degree in Urban Studies from 
the University of Alabama-Birmingham, and Bachelors Degree in English from the University of Montevallo. Carlee is a 
Certified Manager (CM), and teaches graduate classes in Public Administration in the Trachtenberg School at the George 
Washington University. He is a Fellow in the National Academy for Public Administration.

Katie Clift

Health Data Project Leader

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan
Portland, OR

kathryn.m.clift@kp.org
503.381.3630

Katie Clift joined Kaiser Permanente (KP) in January 2012. In this role, she is responsible for evangelizing and implementing 
geographic information systems (GIS) as a tool to help understand and improve the health of KP members and their 
communities.  Prior to KP, Katie spent 12 years at Esri, a GIS technology company, in capacities ranging from project work 
with government and utilities organizations to demonstrating the business value of GIS technology for health organizations. 

Jason Corburn, PhD, MCP
Associate Professor of City & Regional Planning

School of Public Health, University of California Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

jcorburn@berkeley.edu
510.643.4790

Jason Corburn holds a joint appointment with the UC Berkeley School of Public Health and Department of City and 
Regional Planning. His research focuses on urban health equity, place and health, slum health, and urban governance and 
health. He co-directs the joint Masters in Public Health-Masters in City Planning degree program, the Center for Global 
Healthy Cities and co-directs Global Metropolitan Studies at Berkeley.   Professor Corburn also has major international 
research projects investigating how policy and planning aimed at improving living conditions for residents of urban informal 
settlements can address health inequities and help the poor adapt to climate change.



Lili Farhang, MPH
Co-Director

Human Impact Partners
Oakland, CA

lili@humanimpact.org
510.452.9442

Lili Farhang joined Human Impact Partners in December 2009 and serves as one of its two Co-directors. Guided by 
her long-standing belief that health is a product of social, economic and political forces, Lili works with community 
organizations, government agencies, and others to re-conceptualize how health is understood and how we can collectively 
improve health by taking action in, for example, land use, transportation, housing, incarceration, and labor domains. As one 
of the first practitioners of health impact assessment in the U.S., she has extensive experience in the management, research, 
and community engagement aspects of HIA – for example, she led the first ever community-based HIA in the country and 
has since conducted over a dozen HIAs. She also provides training and technical assistance to aspiring practitioners, using 
her practical experience to guide how HIAs are conducted, how public engagement is incorporated, and ultimately, how 
research that is meaningful and responsive to community and stakeholder needs is generated. Lili received her Master’s 
degree in Public Health from Columbia University and her Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and Women’s Studies from 
Brandeis University.

Maria Voles Ferguson

Executive Director

Center on Education Policy at George Washington University
Washington, DC

maria.ferguson@cep-dc.org
202.994.8479

Maria Voles Ferguson is the Executive Director for the Center on Education Policy (CEP) at George Washington University. 
Before coming to the CEP, Maria served as the Vice President for Policy at the Alliance for Excellent Education, a 
nonprofit policy and advocacy organization in Washington, DC. In that capacity, Ms. Ferguson directed and managed the 
organization’s policy agenda, which provides leadership and information regarding the unique needs of high schools

Farhiya Farah, MPH
Environmental Health Coordinator

Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention, City of Minneapolis Health Department
Minneapolis, MN

Farhiya.Farah@minneapolismn.gov
612.673.2393

Farhiya Farah has a strong public health track record working professionally in local government, community based 
organizations and in academia. She has a Master’s in Public Health from the University of Minnesota and was previously 
employed by the University of Minnesota, PICA Head Start and Regulatory Services at the City of Minneapolis. The 
passion and the optimism she has for the community has driven her to do many volunteer hours that have seen her through 
several community boards, advisory councils and tasks forces. Moreover, her involvement with the community at large 
resulted in a 2009 Bush Leadership Fellowship selected from a highly competitive process. She now works for the City of 
Minneapolis as an Environmental Health Coordinator working on Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention. She’s also 
completing her PhD in Environmental Policy at the School of Public Health-University of Minnesota.



Norman Garrick, PhD
Associate Professor

Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Connecticut
Storrs, CT

Norman.Garrick@uconn.edu
860.486.2990

Norman Garrick is Associate Professor of Civil Engineering at the University of Connecticut. Dr. Garrick is also a member 
of the national board of The Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU) and co-chair of CNU’s Transportation Task Force. He 
specializes in the planning and design of urban transportation systems, including transit, streets and highways, and bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities, especially as they relate to sustainability, placemaking and urban revitalization.  His writings on 
sustainable transportation and urban planning, street and street network design, and parking policies have been widely 
disseminated both to an academic audience and to the wider public in outlets such as The Atlantic, Planetizen and New 
Urban News.  He is a 2008 recipient of the Transportation Research Board’s Wootan Award for Best Paper in policy and 
organization. In addition to his academic and research career, Dr. Garrick has worked as transportation consultant on a 
number of design charrettes, nationally and internationally, including urban revitalization projects with the Prince of Wales 
Foundation in Kingston, Jamaica and Freetown, Sierra Leone.  In 2004, he was a recipient of a Fulbright Fellowship to 
Kingston, Jamaica. Last year he was a visiting professor at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) Zurich and a 
lecturer in Oxford University’s Masters of Sustainable Urban Planning Program. 

Marjory Givens, PhD
Officer, Health Impact Project

Pew Health Group, Pew Charitable Trusts
Washington, DC

mgivens@pewtrusts.org
202.540.6417

Marjory Givens is an officer with the Health Impact Project, a collaboration between the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
and Pew Charitable Trusts.  Dr. Givens was previously a Health Disparities Research Scholar at the University of Wisconsin, 
School of Medicine and Public Health where she worked with colleagues at the Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
to build HIA capacity and implement the framework in Wisconsin. Marjory and her colleagues in Wisconsin mobilized 
to establish a multi-sector, HIA Collaborative for capacity building, including government, academia, and non-profit 
organizations. Prior to her work with HIA, Marjory received graduate training in environmental epidemiology from Emory 
University and in biomedical sciences from the University of California, San Diego. 

students to  Congress, the Administration, business leaders and communities nationwide and advocates for increased 
support for the nation’s secondary schools.  Before joining the Alliance, Ms. Ferguson served as Director of the National 
School Boards Foun dation, a nonprofit organization that works in conjunction with the National School Boards Association 
(NSBA) to strengthen and support school board leadership in local communities. Ms. Ferguson directed the Foundation’s 
operations, managed the Foundation’s Board of Trustees, directed fundraising, and served as a liaison with NSBA. Ms. 
Ferguson also worked as an independent consultant specializing in research, communications, and strategic planning. Ms. 
Ferguson worked with a wide range of clients, including Target Corporation, The Brookings Institution, the U.S. Department 
of Education’s Regional Education Laboratories, and Sidwell Friends School.  Ms. Ferguson served for three years as the 
Director of Field Operations for New American Schools. In that capacity, she directed a nationwide effort to assist schools 
and school districts as they implemented exemplary models that comprehensively focus school resources on effective 
teaching and greater student achievement. Before joining New American Schools, Ms. Ferguson was a political appointee 
for the Clinton administration at the U.S. Department of Education, serving as the Director of Communication and Outreach 
Services for the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Elementary and Secondary Education.  Ms. Ferguson began her 
career as a journalist, working for Cox Newspapers, the Associated Press, and U.S. News & World Report. 



Geona Shaw Johnson

Director
Housing and Community Development
Charleston, SC

JOHNSONG@charleston-sc.gov
843.724.3768

Geona Shaw Johnson is the Director of Housing and Community Development for the city of Charleston, SC.  The 
Department coordinates the provision of various housing programs in partnership with a number of organizations that 
include non-profit and for-profit developers and is responsible for:   creating, facilitating, and implementing activities 
and programs which stimulate community and economic development;  expanding the supply of available housing; 
stimulating the construction and rehabilitation of housing for persons of very low, low, and moderate incomes in Charleston’s 
neighborhoods. Ms. Johnson has worked for the City since 1995 and for the Department of Housing and Community 
Development since 1995.  Upon her appointment to Director in 2006, after serving as interim director for 18 months, 
Charleston Mayor Joe Riley praised her “excellent experience in affordable housing and community development work”.

Gerrit Knaap, PhD
Professor of Urban Studies and Executive Director

National Center for Smart Growth Research and Education
University of Maryland, College Park, MD

gknaap@umd.edu
301.405.6083

Gerrit-Jan Knaap is Professor of Urban Studies and Planning and Executive Director of the National Center for Smart 
Growth Research and Education at the University of Maryland. Knaap earned his B.S. from Willamette University, his M.S. 
and Ph.D. from the University of Oregon, and received post-doctoral training at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, all in 

J. Aaron Hipp, PhD, is an Assistant Professor in the Brown School of Social Work, Washington University in St. Louis, and 
Investigator in the Prevention Research Center in St. Louis. His recent work involves the use of publically-available, outdoor, 
online webcameras and crowdsourcing to measures physical activity in a variety of urban built environments. This work has 
recently been published in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine and earned Dr. Hipp a nomination for the Early 
Career Award at the International Congress on Physical Activity and Public Health (Sydney, Australia, November 2012). 
Dr. Hipp is currently PI of the Washington University in St. Louis Transdisciplinary Research in Energetics and Cancer Project 
3 (SHOW-ME), with the goal of understanding the effects of worksite policies and built environments on human energetics. 
Included in this project is a multi-site validation of accelerometry and GIS data. He is also PI of a Robert Wood Johnson-funded 
grant investigating Open Street initiatives. The objectives are to quantify activity levels at initiatives, identify populations 
participating and absent from initiatives, and to apply communication strategies to increase participation in initiatives among 
urban low-income communities of color. This work has already yielded Open Streets publications in the Journal of Urban 
Health and Journal of Public Health Management and Practice. Dr. Hipp serves on the steering committee of the national Open 
Streets Project Committee affiliated with the Alliance for Biking and Walking in Washington, DC. Another line of research stems 
from two recent grant awards to investigate neighborhood physical activity and transportation changes associated with the 

J. Aaron Hipp, PhD
Assistant Professor

George Warren Brown School of Social Work, Washington University in St. Louis
St. Louis, MO

ahipp@wustl.edu
314.935.3868



Rick Kreutzer, MD
Chief, Division of Environmental and Occupational Disease Control

California Department of Public Health
Richmond, CA

Rick.Kreutzer@cdph.ca.gov
510.620.3126

Dr. Kreutzer has been chief of the Division of Environmental and Occupational Disease Control in the California Department 
of Public Health for almost five years.    He helped develop a framework for environmental health tracking (a.k.a. 
surveillance); built better asthma surveillance in the State; studied exposure to molds and mycotoxins from composting, 
biosolids, or indoor sites with moisture; and helped create a new Environmental Contaminant Biomonitoring Program for 
California.  Recently, he has worked with the Strategic Growth Council and Resources Agency to administer an Urban 
Greening program and has examined health impacts of siting housing near high volume roadways while promoting infill 
and transit oriented development. As principle investigator for California Breathing, he has helped build an exceptional 
team that crafted the Strategic Plan for Asthma in California and now coordinates Plan implementation projects.   He 
oversees the Division Emergency Preparedness Team to establish capacity and protocols for chemical emergency response.
He has been a reviewer for a number of environmental health journals, a lecturer at UC Berkeley, and is on the clinical 
faculty at UCSF.  His bachelor’s degree is from the University of Wisconsin, MD from the University of Pennsylvania, and 
epidemiological training from UCLA.  Prior to coming to the Health Department, he worked as a family physician and 
emergency room physician.

Vincent N. Lafronza, EdD, MS
President and CEO

National Network of Public Health Institutes
Washington, DC & New Orleans, LA

vlafronza@nnphi.org 
204.407.7092

As President and Chief Executive Officer of the National Network of Public Health Institutes (NNPHI), Lafronza provides 
leadership and direction on NNPHI initiatives and develops collaborative efforts with NNPHI’s numerous partners 
throughout the nation. Dedicated to the vision of improving the public’s health through innovation, NNPHI is the national 
membership network committed to helping public health institutes promote and sustain improved health and wellness for all.  
Prior to his NNPHI appointment, Lafronza established two nonprofit organizations, CommonHealth ACTION and the Institute 

economics. Knaap’s research interests include the housing markets and policy, economics and politics of land use planning, 
the efficacy of economic development instruments, and the impacts of environmental policy. On these subjects, Knaap has 
published over 75 articles in journals that include the Journal of the American Planning Association, the Journal of Urban 
Economics, Land Economics, Regional Science and Urban Economics, Policy Analysis and Management; and State and Local 
Government Review. He received the Chester Rapkin award for the best paper published in Volume 10 of the Journal of 
Planning Education and Research, with Greg Lindsey he received the 1998 best of ACSP award, and in 2006 he received 
the Outstanding Planner Award from the Maryland Chapter of the American Planning Association. Funding for his re-
search, in excess of $15.0 million, has been provided by the National Science Foundation, the Lincoln Institute of Land 
Policy, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and numerous other federal, state, and local government agencies. Knaap is the 
co-author or co-editor of seven books: Incentives, Regulations, and Plans: The Role of States and Nation States in Smart 
Growth Planning; Partnerships for Smart Growth: University and Community Collaboration for Better Public Places; Land 
Market Monitoring for Smart Urban Growth; The Regulated Landscape: Lessons on State Land Use Planning from Oregon; 



Jennifer Li, MS
Director, Environmental Health

National Association of County and City Health Officials (NAACHO)
Washington, DC

jli@naccho.org
202.783.5550

Jennifer Li is the Director for Environmental Health at the National Association of County and City Health Officials 
(NACCHO), the national organization representing local health departments (LHDs). NACCHO supports efforts that 
protect and improve the health of all people and all communities by promoting national policy, developing resources and 
programs, seeking health equity, and supporting effective local public health practice and systems. NACCHO provides 
resources, tools, and assistance to LHDs.  The Environmental Health program helps LHDs promote human health and safe 
environments by focusing on the relationship between people and their environments.   As Director of the Environmental 
Health Program, Ms. Li oversees environmental health projects, including climate change, land use planning/built 
environment, food safety, environmental public health tracking, and chemical and radiation exposures. She is primarily 
responsible for ensuring that project goals and objectives are met and executed. Other duties include developing 
proposals, conducting research, interfacing with funders and partners, and writing reports. Jennifer obtained her Masters 
of Health Sciences from Johns Hopkins School of Public Health with a focus in Environmental Health Sciences. She also holds 
a Bachelor of Science from University of Michigan with a concentration in Natural Resources and Environmental Policy.

Patrick Libbey

Co-Director, Public Health Systems Consultant

Center for Sharing Public Health Services
Olympia, WA

pat-libbey@comcast.net
360.866.1787

Mr. Libbey is Co-director of the Center for Sharing Public Health Services, A Robert Wood Johnson Foundation multi-year 
project assisting public health officials and policy makers improve performance and efficiency through cross-jurisdictional 
sharing and regionalization.  This effort is built in part on his work of the last three years examining issues, perceptions 
and readiness regarding cross jurisdictional sharing and regionalization of local governmental public health services and 
structures.  Mr. Libbey also provides consultation and facilitation services for other public health organizations, recently 
working with the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) as it moves toward a national system of voluntary accreditation 
for state, local and tribal health departments.  Mr. Libbey also provides coaching and mentoring support to new local health 
officials under the auspices of the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO.)  He is involved in 
the development and delivery of ongoing education and information exchange with public health practitioners throughout 
the greater Pacific Northwest through his work as a clinical faculty member with the University of Washington School of 
Public Health and its NW Center for Public Health Practice.  Mr. Libbey served as the Executive Director of NACCHO from 
September 2002 through 2008.  In that role Mr. Libbey represented our nation’s local health departments and their staff who 

for Public Health Innovation (IPHi), a public health institute serving the Washington, DC, Maryland and Virginia region. 
Beginning his human services and public health career in 1985, Dr. Lafronza worked in the fields of gerontology, behavioral 
health, community environmental health intervention, and public health systems development in communities, states, and 
American Indian/Alaska Native nations. Previous appointments included a ten-year appointment with the National Association 
of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) where he served as Program Director for the Turning Point National 
Program Office and was responsible for program portfolios in excess of $14M.  Before joining NACCHO, Lafronza held an 
appointment with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry in 
Atlanta, Georgia that involved providing technical assistance to US communities affected by hazardous waste. Lafronza holds 
a Doctorate of Adult Education, Master of Science, Certificate of Gerontology, completed an Oak Ridge Institute for Science 
and Engineering Postgraduate Research Fellowship in Public Health as well as two Salzburg Fellowships focused on the social 
and economic determinants of public health. He is an active member of the American Public Health Association (APHA), and 
serves on the board of directors for Education, Training, and Research Associates (ETR). 



Joseph Montoya

Deputy Director of Programs

New Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority
Albuquerque, NM

jmontoya@housingnm.org
505.767.2298

Joseph Montoya is the Deputy Director of Programs for the New Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority, a position he 
has held since 2006. As the program director, he oversees all of the programmatic and new development initiatives 
and manages MFA’s Program Administration, Asset Management, Community Development and Housing Development 
Departments. Prior to joining MFA, Mr. Montoya was the community service director for the City of Santa Fe and the 
executive director of the Albuquerque Civic Trust. Mr. Montoya also maintained a private consultant practice with a 
concentration on developing housing, economic development, land use, smart growth plans and policies. His awards include 
the Pew Partnership for Civic Change Award, the  James C. Howland Urban Enrichment Award and the National American 
Planning Association Award for Implementation. 

Alexandra (Lexi) Bambas Nolen, PhD, MPH
Director

Center to Eliminate Health Disparities, University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, TX

abnolen@utmb.edu 
409.974.0144

Alexandra (Lexi) Bambas Nolen, PhD, MPH, serves as the Director of the Center to Eliminate Health Disparities and 
Associate Director of the Coordinating Center for Global Health at UTMB Health in Galveston, Texas. She is also an 
Assistant Professor in the Departments of Family Medicine, Preventive Medicine & Community Health, and Internal 
Medicine, and Associate Faculty in the Institute for the Medical Humanities. Under her leadership, the Center to Eliminate 
Health Disparities is engaged in research, training, and community action in four program areas: Health Systems Solutions, 
Solutions through Social Determinants of Health, Leadership Development for Social Change in Health, and Global Health. 
Dr. Nolen has experience in coordination of community-based research and interventions as well as policy development 
on issues of health equity and public health. Her work also encompasses issues of social determinants of health and 
intersectoral action, health information systems, advocacy strategies for health equity, health systems development, the 
impact of globalization and trade on health in Africa, environmental justice, and development of training materials on 
health equity. Dr. Nolen served on the Secretariat of the WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health between 
2005 and 2007. Previously she was the Coordinator of the Global Equity Gauge Alliance (2002-2004), a South Africa-
based non-governmental organization focused on health equity initiatives in Latin America, Africa and Asia. Under the 
Division of Health and Human Development at the Pan American Health Organization (1999-2002), she helped to advance 
research and programming on issues of health equity for the organization. Dr. Nolen serves on the Executive Board of 
the International Society for Equity and Health; on the Coordinating Committee for the Houston-Galveston Area Council 
Sustainability Planning Grant; and on the National Advisory Committee for the National Association of City and County 
Health Officials/Centers for Disease Control project The Roots of Health Inequity.

protect and promote health, prevent disease, and seek to establish the foundations for wellness in all communities across the 
United States.  During his tenure NACCHO was increasingly recognized and engaged by a range of federal, national and 
other organizations as a critical resource and partner ensuring the perspective of local public health practice was considered 
in policy and program development and implementation.  Mr. Libbey has been a national leader in the movement for 
accreditation of health departments serving as a co-founder and incorporating board member of the Public Health 
Accreditation Board. Prior to joining NACCHO in 2002, Mr. Libbey who has 28 years of local public health experience was 
the director of the Thurston County Public Health & Social Services Department in Olympia, WA.  This department has been 
recognized as an early leader in community involvement and population based approaches to public health improvement. 



Herminia Palacio, MD, MPH
Executive Director

Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services
Houston, TX

hpalacio@hcphes.org
713.439.6016

Herminia Palacio applies a broad range of academic, clinical, and public policy experience to meet the diverse public 
health challenges of today. She served as Special Policy Advisor to the Director for the San Francisco Department of 
Public Health before relocating to Houston. In January, 2003 Palacio was appointed to the post of Executive Director 
of Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services (HCPHES), the local health department for approximately 
2 million people. She was awarded the Excellence in Health Administration Award by the American Public Health 
Association in 2007. Palacio received her medical degree from the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York City. She 
completed her residency training at the University of California San Francisco (UCSF) Primary Care Internal Medicine 
Program at San Francisco General Hospital. After becoming an Internist, she obtained a Masters of Public Health, with 
an emphasis in Epidemiology, from the University of California Berkeley School of Public Health. She has held numerous 
faculty appointments, including several years as a full-time faculty member, health services researcher, and primary 
care physician at the University of California San Francisco School of Medicine (UCSF). During her tenure with the San 
Francisco Department of Public Health Palacio continued part-time clinical practice and research at UCSF. She continued 
these activities at the Houston VA Medical Center and the Baylor College of Medicine (BCM) in Houston from 2001- 2003, 
and after joining HCPHES in 2003 she has maintained adjunct faculty appointments at the Baylor College of Medicine 
and the University of Texas School of Public Health. She has served on the Board of Directors of organizations including, 
the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), the Mickey Leland National Urban Air Toxics 
Research Center, the Texas Association of Local Health Officials (TALHO), the Harris County Healthcare Alliance (HCHA) 
and she currently serves as Chair of the Texas Public Health Coalition. She has also served as a member of numerous 
scientific advisory panels and committees, including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Preparedness & 
Response Emergency Center at the University of California Berkeley School of Public Health and the Institute of Medicine’s 
Committee on Prepositioned Medical Countermeasures for the Public. Additionally, she serves on the Board of Scientific 
Counselors for the CDC Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response and the CDC Advisory Committee to the 
Director. Most recently she was appointed by President Obama as a member of the Advisory Group on Prevention, Health 
Promotion, and Integrative and Public Health.

Kevin Ramsey, PhD
Policy Research Fellow

Office of Sustainable Communities, US Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, DC

ramsey.kevin@epa.gov 
202.566.2125

Kevin Ramsey is a Policy Research Fellow with EPA’s Office of Sustainable Communities, Community Assistance and
Research Division. He is also a member of the Partnership for Sustainable Communities Work Group on Performance 
Measurement. A primary focus of Kevin’s work is building the capacity of communities conduct effective data analysis and 
performance measurement in service of achieving sustainability, livability, and equitable development goals. Before joining 
EPA Kevin received his Ph.D. in Geography from University of Washington.



Lt. Chrystal Tibbs, MS
Lieutenant, Visiting Research Fellow

International Association of Chiefs of Police
Alexandria, VA

tibbs@theiacp.org
703.647.7268

Chrystal Tibbs joined the Prince George’s County Police Department (PGCPD) February 28, 1994 and is presently a 
part of the management team of PGCPD serving as a Lieutenant, Commander of the Homeland Security Division which 
encompasses the Homeland Security Division and the Joint Analysis Intelligence Center.  Lieutenant Tibbs has held various 
assignments to include Patrol supervisor, Community Oriented Policing Service Officer (COPS), responsible for the execution 
of various community programs to include TRIAD/SALT, Neighborhood Watch, Police Athletic League (P.A.L), Juvenile 
Processing and Juvenile Diversion and the Crossing Guard Unit which had a complement of 126 active crossing guards 
responsible for crossing for than 28,000 students each day. Lt. Tibbs served as a detective within the Criminal Investigations 
Division assigned to various units Robbery, Child Abuse, Financial Crimes and Sexual Assault Units. Lt. Tibbs throughout 
her many responsibilities was responsible for maintaining in reporting to County Executives internal and external, as well 
as maintaining relationships with state, local and federal partners to include the FBI, ATF and the Maryland Coordination 
Analysis Center (MCAC).  March 5, 2012 Lt. Tibbs was granted a fellowship with the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police (IACP) in Alexandria, VA.  The IACP is the world’s oldest and largest police leadership organizations. She is currently 
assigned to the Research Center Directorate, and involved in various projects working with Office of Violence against 
Women, focusing on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, Wrongful Convictions, Countering Violent Extremism Summit, 
Officer Suicide, Officer Involved Shooting – Investigative Protocols, The Firearms Committee, Prison Rape Elimination Act 
(PREA). Lieutenant Tibbs earned her Bachelor Arts degree in Business Management from Howard University (Washington, 
DC) and a Master of Science in Management with a specialization in Police Executive Leadership from Johns Hopkins 
University (Baltimore, MD).  Lieutenant Tibbs is a strong advocate for all against domestic violence.  Lieutenant Tibbs 
volunteers to speak to local churches and other faith based community groups as well as public schools and community 
groups to bring education and awareness on the to the dynamics of domestic violence.  Lieutenant also severs as a mentor 
to many men and women in law enforcement who strives to enhance their careers within law enforcement.  

Rachel Unruh, MA
Associate Director

National Skills Coaltion
Chicago, IL & Washington, DC

rachelu@nationalskillscoalition.org
773.263.8678

As Associate Director, Rachel helps lead National Skills Coalition by facilitating the integration of the organization’s 
organizing, advocacy, and communications strategies. Rachel joined the organization in 2006 as Communications Director 
to develop and lead the national Skills2Compete campaign. Prior to joining National Skills Coalition, Rachel served as 
Director of Community Relations and Senior Policy Associate on the workforce development team at Women Employed. 
Rachel has authored numerous reports on strategies that increase postsecondary credential attainment for low-skilled 
adults and close skill gaps. Most recently she authored Pathways to Employment in America’s Cities, which explores ways 
that federal policy can better support efforts to ensure residents with low basic skills have access to and benefit from jobs 
created by urban economic development efforts. Rachel holds a master’s degree in history from Northwestern University 
and a bachelor’s degree in history from Grinnell College. She is based in Chicago and Washington, DC. 



Stephan Vance

Senior Regional Planner

San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG)
San Diego, CA

Stephan.Vance@sandag.org
619.699.1924

Stephan Vance is a Senior Regional Planner at the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG.) His three decades of 
work with SANDAG has encompassed public transit monitoring, transportation funding and grant program administration, 
bicycle and pedestrian planning and project development, smart growth planning, and urban design. Currently, he is 
project manager for the Healthy Works project, a partnership with the San Diego County Health and Human Services 
Agency to support planning and policy development that addresses the health issues related to the effects of the built 
environment on public health.

Larry Wallack, DrPH
Dean

College of Urban and Public Affairs, Portland State University
Portland, OR

wallackl@pdx.edu 
503.725.4043

Dr. Wallack has been Dean, College of Urban and Public Affairs since 2004.  He is also Emeritus Professor of Public Health, 
University of California, Berkeley. In 1993 he was the founding director of the Berkeley Media Studies Group, an organization 
conducting research and training in the use of media to promote healthy public policies.  Dr. Wallack is one of the architects of 
media advocacy -- an innovative approach to working with mass media and communities to advance social and public health 
issues. Dr. Wallack has been honored with several awards and was one of the original recipients of the Innovators Award 
(2000-05) from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  This award recognized lifetime achievement and innovation in the area 
of prevention.  Other honors include:

•Bilderback Endowed Lecture, Oregon Health and Science University, Department of Pediatrics, 2012.
•Lifetime National Associate, National Academies, 2003 (recognizes extraordinary contributions through pro-bono
 service to National Research Council and Institute of Medicine).
•Distinguished Wellness Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley (1997)
•Alfred W. Childs Distinguished Award for Faculty Service, School of Public Health, University of California, Berkeley (1996-97)

Dr. Wallack has appeared on Nightline, Good Morning America, the CBS Evening News, the Today Show, Oprah, and numerous 
local news and public affairs programs. His research has received funding from major philanthropic foundations, state, and 
federal agencies.

Arthur Wendel, MD, MPH
Team Lead, Healthy Community Design Initiative

National Center for Environmental Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Atlanta, GA

dvq6@cdc.gov
770.488.4608 

CDR Arthur M. Wendel, MD, MPH is Team Lead of the Healthy Community Design Initiative, National Center for Environmental 
Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). He is a board-certified physician in family medicine and preventive 
medicine, and he is a graduate of CDC’s Epidemic Intelligence Service. Dr. Wendel’s interests include building healthy 
communities and transportation systems. 



LAST NAME FIRST NAME TITLE ORGANIZATION CONTACT CITY, STATE

Ayers Jeanne Assistant 
Commissioner

Health Improvement Bureau
Minnesota Department of Health

jeanne.ayers@state.mn.us
651.201.5733

St. Paul, MN

Bellows Story Co-Director Mayors Office of New Mechanics
City of Philadelphia

Story.Bellows@Phila.gov
312.316.7142

Philadelphia, PA

Carlee Ron Executive in 
Residence

International City/County 
Management Association (ICMA)

rcarlee@icma.org
202.962.3647

Washington, DC

Clift Katie Health Data 
Project Leader

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan kathryn.m.clift@kp.org
503.381.3630

Portland, OR

Corburn Jason Associate 
Professor 

Department of City & Regional 
Planning & School of Public Health 
UC Berkeley

jcorburn@berkeley.edu
510.643.4790

Berkely, CA

Farah Farhiya Environmental 
Health Coordinator

Health Department, City of 
Minneapolis

Farhiya.Farah@minneapolismn.gov  
612.673.2393

Minneapolis, MN

Farhang Lili Co-Director Human Impact Partners lili@humanimpact.org
510.452.9442

Oakland, CA

Ferguson Maria Executive Director Center for Education Policy
George Washington University

maria.ferguson@cep-dc.org
202.994.8479

Washington, DC

Garrick Norman Associate 
Professor 

Civil & Environmental Engineering 
University of Connecticut

Norman.Garrick@uconn.edu
860.486.2990

Storrs, CT

Givens Marjory Officer Health Impact Project
Pew Health Group

mgivens@pewtrusts.org
202.540.6417

Washington, DC

Hipp J. Aaron Assistant Professor School of Social Work
Washington University St. Louis

ahipp@wustl.edu
314.935.3868

St. Louis, MO

Johnson Geona Shaw Director Housing &Community Development
City of Charleston, SC

johnsong@charleston-sc.gov
843.724.3768

Charleston, SC

Knaap Gerritt Professor, 
Executive Director

National Center for Smart Growth
University of Maryland

gknaap@umd.edu
301.405.6083

College Park, MD

Kreutzer Rick Division Chief Environmental & Occupational Disease 
Control, California Department of 
Public Health

Rick.Kreutzer@cdph.ca.gov
510.620.3126

Richmond, CA

Lafronza Vincent President & CEO National Network of 
Public Health Institutes

vlafronza@nnphi.org
202.407.7092

Washington, DC & 
New Orleans, LA

Li Jennifer Director Environmental Health, National Assoc. of 
County & City Health Officials

jli@naccho.org
202.783.5550

Washington, DC 

Libbey Patrick Co-Director Center for Sharing Public
Health Services

pat-libbey@comcast.net
360.866.1787

Olympia, WA

Montoya Joseph Deputy Director 
of Programs

New Mexico Mortgage
Finance Authority

jmontoya@housingnm.org
505.767.2298

Albuquerque, NM

Nolen Lexi Bambas Director Center to Eliminate Health Disparities
University of Texas Medical Branch

abnolen@utmb.edu 
409.974.0144

Galveston, TX

Palacio Herminia Executive Director Harris County Public Health & 
Environmental Services

hpalacio@hcphes.org
713.439.6016

Houston, TX

Ramsey Kevin Policy Research 
Fellow

EPA Office of Sustainable
Communities

ramsey.kevin@epa.gov 
202.566.2125

Washington, DC

Tibbs Chrystal Lieutenant International Association of
Chiefs of Police

tibbs@theiacp.org
703.647.6268

Alexandria, VA

Unruh Rachel Associate Director National Skills Coalition rachelu@nationalskillscoalition.org
773.263.8678

Chicago, IL & 
Washington, DC

Vance Stephan Senior Regional 
Planner

SANDAG Stephan.Vance@sandag.org
619.699.1924

San Diego, CA

Wallack Larry Dean College of Urban & Public Affairs
Portland State University

wallackl@pdx.edu 
503.725.4043

Portland, OR

Wendel Arthur Team Lead Healthy Community Design Initiative
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

dvq6@cdc.gov
770.488.4608

Atlanta, GA

Healthy Communities Transformation Initiative, National Advisory Panel Members



For more information about the Healthy Communities Transformation Initiative 
or the National Advisory Panel, contact Healthy Housing Solutions, Inc:

Noreen Beatley, Senior Project Manager

nbeatley@healthyhousingsolutions.com

Amanda Reddy, Senior Analyst

areddy@healthyhousingsolutions.com

www.healthyhousingsolutions.com


