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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Tohono Oôodham Community College is a two-

year institution of higher education founded 

by a charter approved by the Tohono 

Oôodham Legislative Council on 

recommendation from the Executive Office in 

1998.  
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The commitment to found a college 

primarily to serve the needs of the 

Oôodham was based on two primary 

needs:

to provide more accessible higher 

education

to preserve and enhance the culture 

and language 
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TOHONO OôODHAM COMMUNITY PROFILE

Â Tohono Oôodham

means ñDesert 

Peopleò.  The Tohono 

Oôodham were 

peaceful farmers and 

hunters and gatherers, 

living in extended 

family groups with 

well-defined traditions 

and norms.   
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OLD AND NEW TRADITIONS

Old Running 

Game
Circle Dancing
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TOHONO OôODHAM NATION

Â A sovereign Nation with Executive, 
Legislative and Judicial branches.

Â 11 Political districts with local 
government structure 

Â Land base comprising 2.8 million acres of 
Sonoran Desert; comparable in size to the 
State of Connecticut

Â The Nation shares 70 miles of 
international border with the Republic of 
Mexico

ÂLanguages spoken are Tohono Oôodham 
and English
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Tohono Oôodham Nation: Second largest 

reservation lands in the U.S.




