
Yupiit Piciryarait Cultural Center

Strong Cultures Build 

Strong Futures







· Joan Hamilton, Jill Hoffman, Carrie Longpre, Elias Venes, Nita Rearden, Reyne Athanas



Yukon Kuskokwim Region includes 56 village and is the 

size of Indiana with no roads connecting any villages.



·4Ï ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÎÉÎÅ 9ÕÐȭÉË 
cultural activities: 1) Native foods; 2) Native 
medicines and herbs; 3) storytelling; 4) 
traditional and nontraditional arts; 5) games; 6) 
traditional and nontraditional crafts; 7) dance; 
8) toys; and 9) tools, also to propagate them into 
micro businesses via training and mentoring; 
preserved digitally.



·First class: Students 
made a crooked knife 
(melgar) and ulu 
(uluaq). 

·Second class: Students 
used tools they made to 
make wooden spoons 
(ipuun).



·Melgar-Crooked Knife

·Used to carve  ivory, 
bone and  wood into 
ceremonial  pieces 
and utilitarian tools.

·Ulu ɀKnife

·Used to cut meat, fish 
and other food items. 

·Average Price: 

·$45-$150



·First Class:  Students 
collected, dried, and 
braided sea grass for 
baskets.

·Second Class:  Students 
used grass they collected 
to weave a split grass 
piece.



Teresa Frank at Saturday Market 

selling her unique grass baskets.

Lidded sea grass basket with 

traditional design



·Liz Smith is from 
Kipnuk, and taught two 
styles of beaver hats, 
(malaggaiyaq).

·One is all beaver outside 
& ear flaps with cloth 
lining, the warmest for 
blizzards. 

·The other is beaver front, 
ear flaps, and back, with 
cloth covering inside and 
out, for average weather.



·All beaver malaggaiyaq ·Beaver and cloth hat




